2     THE LAND REVENUE OF BOMBAY.
names of the modern sub-divisions of the country or of towns; but the greater number, owing probably to errors in transliterating Gujarati names into Persian, and mistakes in copying MS., are unrecognizable. They comprise portions of country which have since come under the rule of the Gaikvar or other semi-independent chiefs, such as.Idar (Edur), as well as other districts paying land revenue directly to Bombay. The revenues, which are given in dams, forty of which would about equal a rupee, include those derived from tributes, customs, excise, and taxes on trades and professions, iu addition to those drawn from the land. The returns in that book are thus useless for the purpose of instituting any comparison between the existing area of the Province, as reckoned by the Mahomedans, and that from which the present land revenue is derived, or between the revenues of the two periods. It need, therefore, only be noted here that some kind of land revenue settlement appoars to have been made by Eaja Todannal, Akbar's Finance Minister. In what detail that settlement was carried out, and whether it was ever practically applied to the assessment and collection of the land revenue, cannot be ascertained with that approach to accuracy which could alone render the information valuable for statistical purposes. Even if accurate information on the point were attainable, it would be impossible to trace the effects of the settlement down to modern times. There is a vague idea prevalent in the country that the State in the days of Akbar had direct dealings with the tenants of its own. lands; that there was, in fact, to some extent, what would now be termed a rayatvdn settlement; but even the oldest Mazniundar, the hereditary accountants, who were the depositaries of information on such matters under ISTative Governments, have no records to show what it was. And the details of such settlement as there may have been have disappeared in the subsequent days of disorder that followed the downfall of the Empire of Delhi, and whilst the farming system of the Mahrattas, to be particularly described hereafter, prevailed. No good purpose would, therefore, bo served by going back beyond the period of the introduction of British rule, and attempting to describe more particularly what may with perfect correctness be termed a condition of confusion, if not chaos, as far as any central